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A

CAMPUS UPDATE

Not sure where all those new buildings are? Take a tour of Furman 2001.

O

he questions kept cropping up - not all at once, but

or moved to campus since David E. Shi became president in 1994.

consistently, over time.

New and renovated buildings are numbered on the map and

"Can you tell me exactly where Johns Hall is?"

highlighted in the story. Some older buildings, such as the

"Is Herring Pavilion part of McAlister Auditorium?"

(14) James B. Duke Library, are also identified as reference points.

"W hat's Cherrydale, and where is it?"

And along with the queries came the suggestions:
"You should run an article on all the changes to the campus."
"Could you print something that tells people specifically where

all the new buildings are?"
''I'd love to see a map of the campus that shows all the new
buildings and what they are for."
Well, it may have taken awhile, but we finally took the hints.

First, to set the stage, a quick historical summary:
Ground was broken for the current campus in 1953, with Perry

Dean Rogers & Partners of Boston, Mass., the firm that restored
Colonial W illiamsburg, providing the architectural design. The
modified Colonial style of the buildings reflects Furman's long

tradition as the 64th oldest college in the nation. The first buildings
were completed in 1958.
The landscape architect for the 750-acre campus is R.K. Webel

It's just that when you're used to seeing the campus every day, new

of the noted New York firm Innocenti-Webel, and the campus

buildings don't stay "new" for very long. And you tend to forget

features 2,000 cultivated trees of 30 varieties. The American Society

that not all alumni return to campus every year, or even every 10

of Landscape Architects honored Furman in 2000 with a Centennial

years. Even if you run stories about new buildings, it can still be

Medallion in recognition of landscaping that "improves the quality

difficult for people to figure out exactly where they are.

of life in communities around the nation."

So the next few pages offer a tour (with brief commentary) of

And now, on with the tour. Conjure up a visual image of the

the campus, focusing on the facilities that have been built, revamped

campus as it was when last you saw it, and we'll take you from there.
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tart at the (1) Main Gate,where you enter,look to the right
and see the familiar: McAlister Auditorium and Daniel
Music Building. New to this complex of buildings is the

(2) NAN TRAMMELL HERRING MUSIC PAVILION, named for a 1929
Furman graduate who was a missionary to China and Taiwan and who introduced the song "Brown Eyes" to the university.
Herring Pavilion features a large rehearsal hall with magnificent
acoustics, a music library and a state-of-the-art computer lab.
Follow the circle around the fountains until you come to the
Alester G. Furman,Jr.,Administration Building. Immediately to its
left is

(3) HARTNESS WELCOME CENTER, named for Thomas s.

Hartness,chairman of Hartness International and a trustee emeritus,
and his wife, Edna, rwo of Furman's most dedicated supporters.

The new Hartness Welcome Center is located next to the
administration building. It features a spacious reception
area and high-tech conference room.

The newest addition to the campus, the Welcome Center opened
this winter. Prospective students and other newcomers now begin
their visits to Furman here. W ith its stunning waiting room and
high-tech capabilities,the Welcome Center is a true showplace for
the Admissions Office, which is now located with Financial Aid on
the first floor of the administration building.
Next, turn right past the Welcome Center and head down the
mall. It's still a one-way street, although construction elsewhere has
forced some campus roads to handle rwo-way traffic.

Halfway down on the left, you see the (4) CHARLES E. DANIEL
MEMORIAL CHAPEL Named for the founder of Daniel Construction
Company, which built much of the campus, the chapel was included
in the $24.5 million bequest to the university by Daniel's wife,
Homozel Mickel Daniel, who died in 1992. Known for its beautiful
interior and exceptional acoustics, the chapel seats 350 and provides
offices for the university chaplains.
The Lay P hysical Activities Center still anchors the end of the
mall. Adjoining it is the

(5) BRYAN CENTER FOR MILITARY SCIENCE,

new headquarters for Furman's ROTC unit. Dedicated in the fall
of 2000, the building honors B.K. Bryan of Greenville, a member
of Furman's Advisory Council, and his wife, Frances.
New or renovated facilities dominate this end of the campus.
Straight up the hill behind the PAC is

(6) CHERRYDALE, the 19th

century house that was moved to the campus with great fanfare in
March of 1999. Now serving as the university's Alumni House,
Cherrydale was originally the sunm1er home of James C. Furman,
first president of the university and son of its founder, Richard
Furman.
Step on to the second-story porch of Cherry dale and look

(7) IRWIN W.
BELK COMPLEX FOR TRACK AND FIELD, with its MONDO surface

down to your left, where you'll see the refurbished

Johns Hall's arched passageway provides a handy cut
through between Furman Hall and the dining hall. On
occasion, it's also the venue for a game of four-square.

- the same surface used in the past seven Olympics. The complex

through the years, the arena seats 5,000 for basketball and volleyball,

is named for a North Carolina corporate leader and philanthropist.

even more for concerts and other special events.

Right beside the track is another upgraded facility, the (8) MINOR
HERNDON MICKEL TENNIS COMPLEX, which recognizes a Greenville

look directly to your left. W hat was formerly Poteat Field is now

leader who was the first woman to chair the Furman board of

the

trustees. The tennis center today features indoor courts, a clubhouse,

the fall of 1995, the soccer stadium is named for a major supporter

a stadium court, and 13 lighted outdoor courts.

of Furman who was the founder of Stone Manufacturing Company

In the distance to your right is

(9) TIMMONS ARENA, home of

Furman basketball since the 1997-98 season. Named for a prominent
Greenville family that has provided extensive support to Furman

Come back down the hill to the front porch of the PAC and

(10) EUGENE E.

STONE Ill SOCCER STADIUM. Completed in

in Greenville.
Next, head toward the (11) South Housing complex - or the
men's residence halls for anyone who graduated more than five
11

Cherrydale, the 19th-century home that today serves as the university's Alumni House, sits at the top of the hill behind the Lay Physical
Activities Center. The beautifully landscaped site offers a majestic view of the campus and the surrounding area.

years ago. Once Blackwell (E-Dorm) and Poteat halls began housing

dock area, near the expanded post office - where all students have

women on alternating floors, the facilities needed a new moniker.

their own mailbox.

Swing all the way around the residence halls, turn r ight at the
(12) Baseball Stadium and head toward the Duncan Chapel Road
gate, where you see

(13) PEPSI STADIUM.

The new softball field,

OK, reverse course and cross all the way to the other side of
campus. Stop and admire (20) Lakeside Housing (the women's
residence halls for old-timers) , which now offers co-ed living

which opened this year, is across the street from the old stadium,

on alternate floors - in McBee and Gambrell halls. Then travel

which is being converted into an intramural field.

on toward the back gate and Roe Ford Road.

Now let's move back to the heart of the campus, where stand
the library and the academic buildings. If you're facing the chapel
on the library's front steps, to your right are (15) John L. Plyler Hall

To the right, in what was once a heavily wooded area, is

(21) NORTH VILLAGE, the residential complex that has brought on
campus living back in style. Its 11 units house over 1,000 students,

of Science and, behind it, (16) Richard W Riley Hall, the computer

almost all in four-person apartments. NorthVillage makes it possible

science and mathematics building that opened in 1993. To your

for 95 percent of the student body to live on campus.

left are (17) James C. Furman Hall, the oldest classroom building,

(18) JOHN E. JOHNS HALL, directly behind Furman Hall. The

Go on through the back gate on Roe Ford Road and wind

50, 000-square-foot Johns Hall, which opened in 1998, houses the

(22) REK
CENTER FOR INTERCOLLEGIATE GOLF, which offers a clubhouse

political science, sociology and psychology departments, plus the

and practice facility for the golf teams.

and

around until you reach, on your left near Highway 25, the

Christian A.Johnson Center for Engaged Learning and the Center
for International Education.
Johns Hall boasts a pillared north entrance and spacious class
rooms, offices and labs. But its most distinctive characteristic is the

looks the same as always. After you've taken the time to rest secure
beneath its shade, stroll down the road and admire the nearby

arched portal that extends through its center and is topped by a

(24)

bridge that connects the two wings of the second floor. You can

activities. The Opera Theater presented Gilbert and Sullivan's

step through the open portal and head directly toward Furman Hall.
We'll go in the other direction, though, following the road around
to the revamped and remodeled

(19) UNIVERSITY CENTER, formerly

Watkins Student Center.

AMPHITHEATER, a lovely spot for special performances and

The Mikado in the amphitheater last fall.

Of course, more changes are on the horizon (see accompanying
story), but this completes your tour of the university's newest major
facilities.

The student center, now double its former size, features a

So hang on to this article and map for the next time you visit

spacious Pala Den and a popular food court that serves Chick

the campus - whether it's for Homecoming, to show your children

fil-A, Pizza Hut and other foods. Large, modern offices for student

where you went to college, or just because you happen to be passing

government and various campus activities and publications are

through town for the first time in 25 years. Perhaps it will help

housed here, as are meeting and conference facilities, a theatre, and

you retrace your steps from years ago - and lead you to new places

administrative offices for most of the Student Services Division.

to visit and explore.

The bookstore, with attached cyber-cafe, sits atop the lake's old boat
12

Your tour wouldn't be complete without one last stop, so return
to the campus and head toward the (23) Bell Tower, which still

